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           CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
                   VETERAN’S CENTER * EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA * 01930 

                     JANUARY 2008  
 

 

 

President: Walter McGrath 
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave. Rockport, MA 01966                                                                               
biggie16@gis.net                                                                                                
 

Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Tony. 
Secretary’s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter. 
Treasurer’s report: Balance Decv.12, 2007 _____ $405.86 
 Credits: Interest  ___________  .11 
     Balance: Jan. 9, 2008 _____ $405.97 
 
Correspondence: Newsletters, notice. A letter from Mr. Lyle 
McReynolds requesting a trade or sale of his kit of the 
Charles W Morgan.  He is an R/C modeler and would like a 
two channel radio and a couple of servos.  He can be 
reached at Lancreynolds@man.com.  
 
Guests: No guests tonight..  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
   Walter has called the woodcarvers about their status as a 
participant in the Ship Modelers group. 
   His understanding is that they have just about dissolved 
as a group and remain a few people interested in carving.  
Sorry to hear this. 
 
   Fred has sent a thank you note to the Maritime Heritage 
Center thanking them for sharing their facilities the past 
year.  We hope to use  their place again in the spring. 
 
   Brad will contact the Rockport Library to reserve space 
for a small model display.  
 
   Ed Parent indicated there is also display space in the 
Hamilton Library and he will check into us going there. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
  Ed Parent discussed his model of the USS Dunderberg.  
Brad received an e-mail from a fellow inquiring about 
dunderberg and the e-mail was forwarded to Ed who 
corresponded with him.  Ed obtained much of the 
Dunderberg information from an article the man published.  
The man indicated he planned to purchase the model Ed 
helped to develop 
 
Jim Nolan discussed the USS Constitution club’s 
association with the Constitution Museum in Charlestown.  
The gist was that museums are trying to increase the 
interaction displays where guests can push buttons, see 
lights, see things move and so on.  It seems like a good 
idea for our shows and we will try to come up with some 
ideas to provide the same, like a very large cutaway bottle 
the can have a partially complete ship-in-bottle for visitors 
to work on and view the results.  
 

Pat is looking for our  
 
 
 
 
 
 
   We are looking for the corporation papers and it is 
believed a past member was reviewing them and he will be 
contacted about their location.  
 
Ed Parent brought in a copy of S in S and discussed the 
“Junior Midshipman” program they are promoting. There is 
a Survey Form included for the junior and a tutor asking 
about tools and skill available.  There is also a list of basic 
skiff models from “Model Expo” to evaluate as something a 
young person could build. Although we don’t have any 
young people with our group we do have several 
exhibitions each year the a program could be incorporated 
into.  One of our members taught a model class recently 
about building a Dory and it turned out quite well, however 
such an undertaking requires a commitment of several 
weeks if not longer.  
 

MISCILLANEOUS 
Misc.: The latest Readers Digest contains a brief article 
regarding finding the remains of the USS Grunion, a US 
submarine, lost in Alaskan waters during WW II. I hope 
there will be a more in depth report coming.  
 

COMING EVENTS 
 February 5

th 
- March 8, 2008, the annual USS Constitution 

Club Show at the USS Constitution Museum in 
Charlestown, Massachusetts. The show will be juried for 
those who want to be judged.  
 
   May 16

th
 – 18

th
, 23

rd
 Annual Midwestern Model Ships and 

Boats Contest and Show to be held at the Wisconsin 
Maritime Museum in Manitowoc, WI.  Speakers Jeff  
Moses on Lofting and John Fox on Ships-in-Bottles have 
been proposed thus far. 
 
   April 26

th
, 2008, Northeast Ship Model Conference, Port 

“N” Starboard Conference Center, New London, 
Connecticut.  The speakers are planned to be appraisers.  
Always a good time with Mystic Seaport only 15 minutes 
away and several national motel chains nearby. 
 
   Danvers: Model boat show at the Danvers Library put on 
by the Torigian Center modelers. Don’t know when as yet. 
 
Show Time: Walter McGrath has finished the San 
Francisco Scow and it has turned out very well. For what 
seems like a very basic model it has turned into a very 
detailed and attractive model.  

NEXT MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, February  13, 2008, 7:00   
GLOUCESTER VETERANS CENTER 

12 EMERSON AVE, GLOUCESTER , MA 
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Walter also brought in a jig he developed for making 
handrails.  
 
  Ed Parent had his finished “USS Dunderberg” . Ed 
provided drawings of his lifeboat jack and his method of 
making his oars.   He also brought in the plank on frame 
model of “USS Shenandoah”,  coming along and he is 
getting a lot of help from Tony who has two POF models 
for him to study.  The “Shenandoah” is being built as a test 
for a new kit Ed is helping to develop.  
   And a “Micro-Mark” tapering jig for a small table saw. 
 
   Tony Ashdon had two paper thin plank on frame hulls of 
“Beal’s Island” lobster boats from the1935 – 1960 era 
made using the plug and rib method described in the Video 
from the Midwest Club. It looks like a great way to build a 
thin hull where the ribs are to show. 
 
   Brad brought in some very small valve assembles for his 
tanker.  The pipes are 1/16” (.060”) Styrene rod and the 
valve handles are photo-etchings from both BlueJacket 
and J&D Productions in Annapolis, Maryland.  The J&D 
etchings are of nickel silver and are quite a bit stiffer than 
many of the other offerings. To make the curved portion of 
the valves (where there are two together) he heats the 
center of a length of Styrene Rod with a heat gun(gently) 
and when soft(practice-practice-practice) wraps it around a 
drill bit of the wanted size. Clamp the bit in a vise to leave 
both hands free for the bending(gloves?) 
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TONY SHOWING ED HOW TO PLANK 

ED’S USS DUNDERBERG ALL FINISHED 

WALTER’S SAN FRANCISCO SCOW 

BRAD’S .060” VALVE 


