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Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Tony.
Secretary s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter.
Treasurer s report: Balance JAN. 10, 2007 $473.07
Credits: interest 10.28
Balance: FEB. 14,2007 __ $483.35

Correspondence: Newsletters.

There was no meeting in February due to the Nor Easter
we got to enjoy. Only two inches of snow but changed to
an inch of freezing rain so the area looks like a
moonscape. Anyway, | will try to put together something
for you Il.

New Business: the Harbor Loop space will be ours again
this month on Tuesday, February 27" at two PM.
Hopefully we will get a good turnout as it is in the middle of
the day.

Coming Events: April 28™ 2006: New London, CT. We
have received an announcement that the next Northeast
Ship Model Conference will be held on Saturday, April 28",
2007. the same location as last year: The Port N
Starboard Conference Center at Ocean Beach Park in New
London, CT. | expect it will be a great time as always, with
good food, models and a speaker. And dont forget, Mystic
Seaport is only 20 minutes away, SO you can make a
weekend of it. There are several national chain motels in
Mystic but make reservations early as the tourist season
begins about then.

April 14-15, 2007, Rain or shine. Woods Hole Model boat
Show. Throughout the entire village of Woods Hole. The
sixth biennial Woods Hole Model Boat Show will take place
on the weekend of April 14 and 15, 2007. Both static and
live exhibits will be displayed at sites throughout the
village. A pool set up at the museum will float children s
models and fresh water radio-controlled boats. Contact:
Woods Hole Historical Museum, PO Box 185 Woods Hole,
MA 02543, or woodsholemuseum.org. Cute town and lots
of stuff to see.

June 1* 2007: Mystic Seaport in Mystic Connecticut will
host a Thomas Hoyne painting exhibit featuring 25 or so of
his marine paintings and embellished with a number of the
Erik Ronnberg models he used to study for the paintings.
This show should be one of a kind for the marine painter or
modeler.

Summer: South Street Seaport, NY, model boat show,
date later.

Tips: Photo-etched ladders: You know how delicate
photo-etched ladders can be in the smaller scales, so try
cementing or soldering a piece of very fine wire on both
side supports. | put .006 stainless (all | had ) on a 1/350
ladder with CA and the difference in stiffness is incredible.

Handrail Etching: As you know, many ships have a
camber in the deck and this is carried through all the upper
decks to facilitate water runoff. | have not been able to find
any photo-etched rail sets that reflect this and the straight
ones are almost impossible to bend. So | am going to try to
make my own. The camber radius was listed as 28.2
inches in 1/16 inch scale. | decided to enlarge the
dimensions to make the drawings easier to work with.
Using several lengths of %0 by %o aluminum angle
clamped together | made a 112.8 length and drilled a hole
in one end for a pivot screw and clamped a short piece of
wood on the other for a pen guide. | drilled three/four holes
in the wood the same size as a fine magic marker the
correct distance apart for the rails. A small screw was put
through the pivot hole into a piece of wood for a base
which had a big weight on it. A piece of drawing paper 24
wide was taped to the floor at the pen end and a pen stuck
through the pen holes one at a time and carefully swung
through the arc. After drawing one set of lines., the paper
was moved a bit so several other sets could be drawn.

The arc lines were darkened and thickened with a magic
marker using a ship s curve to follow the lines.

When shrunk back down to model scale the drawing
looked pretty good but some parts may need to be
thickened. See drawing further on.

From an old Tampa Bay newsletter is information about
sharpening scrapers. Scrapers are valuable for smoothing
wood when a very smooth surface is desired.

Scanning Documents: Scanners are very sensitive to
dark areas on the item being scanned and sometimes will
make the whole new image dark and splotchy. It may be
an improvement if the item is first copied on a Xerox
machine at a light setting on a very white sheet.



HOW TO PAINT USING SPRAY CANS

“We are often asked, “How can [ gat profassional |
pamt?” .
And we understand, not everyone is intn srbrushing, S let us share with ¥ou how you can get a

professional loking paint job using ordinary spray paint. And | am talking aboyt the 97
spray paint from your local Wal-Mart!

ooking results using a regular cen of spray

Prep the plastic

All plasic models arc made veing molds and forms that fit into each other to form the
material. And they must have 2 release agent or lubricant to be able to et the parl off the
die. S0 fo be sure you have & well-prepped parl, we sugpest you wash each part if warm,
Soapy waler, rinse with fresh cloan water and wipe dry, This makes sure that vou remnove
any residue on the part that can causc “Tish-cyes” when you apply the paint

Apply primer

Be sure the pnmer you use is made by the same manulacturer that makes the pamt you'll we
for yout final coat, Ti is best 10 use 4 whits or light gray primer. Apply the primer in smoath
even sirokes and just mist it on the part, Let it dry for 15 minwtes or so, then apply an even
coat of primer and it is best to apply a3 litlle ag possible to ensure the paint does not run, Oh,
and be sure 1o take the right pracautions by using a 2-stage respialor mask and paint insids
a well-ventitated area, or bettor vet, paint outside o a stil day.

Get the paint ready
Plage the can of finish spray paint in a container full of warm, not Lo, waler for abous

3 mittules. This really helps the paint flow into a smooth finish and assure even ow fom the

nozzc. Then be sure to shake the puint Tor af least one full minute whils the mécbls mside
the can does all the work, It's time 1o che-chal

Time 1o Pain|

The first step {o applying your finjsh coaling is to apply & mist coal! Apply a mist coat to the
part by holding the can 12”-15” away from the part and just mist it. Resist the ure to fill in
all the color! Let it dry for 15-20 minutes. Warm the paint again and pet ready for the first
{inal coal. Spray closer to the medel, like 6-5”, applying the color in even strokes and don't
stop spraying until you're off the part, Work your way around (he part evenly, Let this dry
thoroughly. Read your pant can to find owt if there is 3 tima fimit before they recommend a

second coat. (I've found that letring gloss paind dry for a few days before handiing it ensures a
E00d, huird, fingerprint-free finish -~ Bl A

Second Coat

Now, lightly sand the part with a 220-grit sandpaper or higher, Be sure 1o wips

off any paint powder with 2 damp, soft cloth. Now paint the model again using the finish

coal technique. You can repeat this sanding and painting for as many coats as you would

fike untl your final coat! And now, enjoy the professional results obtained from your

ordinary can of spray painy! .
B T Great Lakes Modeling Assaciation.
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We had a short test short group at the Heritage Center
on Tuesday. There were only five of us there and it was
rather inconclusive but President Tony asks that we have a
good turnout at our next meeting on Wednesday, March
14, 2007 to make a final decision on the location. The pros
are a daytime lacation, a nice facilitiy. A drawback is
limited parking but meters are nearby and the parking is
only tight in the summer. And we are wanted and could be
a good addition to the Center. We have a common problem
of many organizations presently of falling membership and
must grow or perish. See you next week.
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