
 

                                                                                                       
 

1

           CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER�S GUILD 
                   VETERAN�S CENTER * EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA * 01930 

                            MARCH 2007  
 
 
 

President: Tony Ashdon 
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave. Rockport, MA 01966                                                                               
biggie16@gis.net                                                                                                
 
Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Tony. 
Secretary�s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter. 
Treasurer�s report: Balance Jan 14, 2007 ______ $473.07 
 Credits: interest  ___________ 10.27   
 Balance: Mar.14, 2007  __ $483.44 
 
Correspondence: Newsletters. 
 
 Old Business: More talk about the Heritage Center.  It was 
decided to try several work times there to get the feel for 
the place.  So that is the plan.  
 
New Business: The Harbor Loop space will be ours again 
this month on Tuesday, March 27th at two PM.  The 
purpose is for a work day so bring along something to do.  
The parking problem is a consideration but that is mostly in 
the summer and there is lots available in the town lot 
though it is metered.  Hopefully we will have a good turnout 
and perhaps bring in a few interested outsiders to swell the 
ranks a bit. 
   Fred Swart has volunteerd to be there each day to show 
the flag so lets not let him down. 
 
   Also since it is officer election time-we had an election.  
Walter was elected President by acclamation and Fred vice 
president.  Tresurer and secretary will remain the same-
again.  
 
   Brad was instructed to e-mail members to remind them of 
te March 27th get together. (DONE).  
 
 Hopefully we will get a good turnout as it is in the middle of 
the day.  
 
Misc:  Ed Parent received a call from Ed Partridge From 
The Peil Craftmenin Newburyport, MA asking for some 
model to display at the Old Custom house.  He did not 
know the duration of the lend but I believe is is for a Coast 
guard celebration.  
 
   Show and Tell:  We had a small but good showtime, 
Tony had a small rowboat he built from a Midwest Kit, 
about 10� long, made a cute little desk display.  And a 
package of 50 or so small carbide bits from Harbor Tools 
along with some small clamps, all at a big discount from 
normal retail.  The small carbide bits are brittle in the 
extreme and probably should only be used in a drill press 
or other stable/no tilting setup.    

 
 
 
 
 
   Brad brought in more of his micrscopic details for his 
1/16� tanker.  It is easy to loose sight of the forest to 
concentrate on a few trees and become obsessed with the 
details. 
 
   Ed Parent had two ships and some of the detail parts that 
go with them.  The first was the 3/8� = 1� Scratch built 
Chesapeak Bay Sharpie he is building at the Torigian 
Center in Peabody, Mass.  This is a great venue for the 
modeler who hasn�t space or tools to work at home and 
there are a bunch of other modelers there that one can go 
to for help.  
   The other was the 1/240 scale model of the �New 
Ironsides� being built from an �Old Steam Navy� kit  that Ed 
helped design.  The photo etched fittings are extremly. 
Detailed including the life boats with etched seats.  The 
floor boards are 1/32� basswood.  As usual Ed�s work is 
great. 
 
   Pat Cummings returned with her half model of the 
�Puritan� on it�s backboard.  
       Thanks every body.    
 
Coming Events:  April 28th 2006: New London, CT. We 
have received an announcement that the next Northeast 
Ship Model Conference will be held on Saturday, April 28th, 
2007.  the same location as last year: The Port �N 
Starboard Conference Center at Ocean Beach Park in New 
London, CT. I expect it will be a great time as always, with 
good food, models and a speaker.  And don�t forget, Mystic 
Seaport is only 20 minutes away, so you can make a 
weekend of it.  There are several national chain motels in 
Mystic but make reservations early as the tourist season 
begins about then.  
 
  April 14-15, 2007, Rain or shine.  Woods Hole Model boat 
Show. Throughout the entire village of Woods Hole.  The 
sixth biennial Woods Hole Model Boat Show will take place 
on the weekend of April 14 and 15th 2007. 
  Both static and live exhibits will be displayed at sites 
throughout the village.  A pool set up at the museum will 
float children�s models and fresh water radio-controlled 
boats.  Contact: Woods Hole Historical Museum, PO Box 
185 Woods Hole, MA 02543, or woodsholemuseum.org.  
Cute town and lots of stuff to see. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, April 11, 2007, 7:00 pm 
GLOUCESTER VETERANS CENTER 

12 EMERSON AVE, GLOUCESTER , MA 
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   June 1st 2007: Mystic Seaport in Mystic Connecticut will 
host a Thomas Hoyne painting exhibit featuring 25 or so of 
his marine paintings and embellished with a number of the 
Erik Ronnberg models he used to study for the paintings.  
This show should be one of a kind for the marine painter or 
modeler. 
 
Summer: South Street Seaport, New York, model boat 
show.  Date later. 
 
    
 
Tips: A few suggestions about installing 1/16 etched 
stanchions.  The general feeling is that the etched parts 
should be painted before using them.  I string the number 
of stanchions necessary for the application on an extra 
long length of .004� hard brass wire then put additional 
pieces of wire through the other holes. I place a small bit of 
tape on both ends of the wires to keep the stanchions from 
falling off.  Place a drawing of the stanchion layout over a 
piece of wax paper that covers a sheet of foam or soft 
wood.  Using many pins and small clamps place the 
individual stanchions in place over the drawing and secure 
them.  Put a small drop of  CA or other cement on the 
joints, one at a time. You will find the assembly becomes 
quite strong though very flexable when the cement dries 
and the extra length can be cut off. 
   Holes for the stanchions should be drilled before hand 
and the stanchions placed in them one at a time, and 
cemented, letting the cement dry on each one before going 
on to the next.  
 
    A snippet from the �Ship�s Log� of the Tampa Ba y club.  
With some editing: Mike Marcus is building �Endurance� 
with a solid hull and wants to plank the hull and is looking 
for suggestions to fill the hull pits with out the CA he will 
use to hold the planks without later delaminating.  Bondo 
was suggested, and some concern was expressed that 
whatever filler is used be about the same hardness as the 
Popular the hull is made from, so as not to convert a hollow 
into a hill with later sanding.  3M Spot Putty was 
mentioned, but universal recommendation was to test-test-
test before commiting to the model.  Another member has 
had success with a water-based �plastic wood� marke ted 
as �Famowood�, in a flexible tube.  A suggestion wa s 
offered for clamping planking to a solid hull was using the 
pushpin.  Implant the pins alongside the glued plank, 
holding the plank with the plastic flange. 
 
   Steve Sobieralski (also Tampa Bay) uses �Faller Expert� 
adhesive for plastic to wood bonds. 
 
   From the �Puget Sound Log� a discussion was had about 
making foot lines look realistic, in particular getting the 
hang in the lines to look correct.  The following is a result of 
the conversations.  Melt bees� wax and soak your line in 
the wax.  Then rewax the line in the traditional manner, 
pulling it over a block of wax.  String the lines, and then to 
get the sag use a hair dryer to soften the wax and form 

them into the shape desired.  Another method mentioned 
was to use wire, and bend it to create the sag you are 
looking for. 
 
  From the �Seaways Ships in Scale� e-mail list, vi a �The  
Foghorn� a great glue applicator: called �Doctor�s 
BrushPicks�.  The maker calls them �The worlds best  
toothpick�.   
   They�re made of polypropolene  plastic so most glues 
won�t stick to them, unlike wooden and most plastic 
toothpicks. What glue does stick is easily peeled off.  One 
side is serrated and pointed.  The other side has six little 
whiskers sticking out that really helps to hold small drops of 
glue.  They are soft and bendable without breaking, and 
can be bent to reach out-of-the wayplaces.  They were 
found at a local CVS, next to the dental floss for $3.00/box 
of 250. 
 
   From the SBMS in California comes a bit about Harry 
Ohanian in the Washington club:  Harry uses �Liquitex 
Gloss Gel Medium� to construct oceans for his water line 
models. With a broad brush, he works the material, 
dragging and lifting it up to produce waves and �topping�, 
and lifting to make white caps.  �Liquitex Gloss Heavy Gel 
Medium� is used to make heavy swells, and �Liquitex  
Modeling Paste� makes great waves. 
 
   Also from the SBMS: Steve Schneider of the Long Island 
Ship Model Society has a great rigging hint. He �drills the 
holes in the pin rails slightly larger than the belaying pins.  
He the pulls the line through the hole and inserts the pin.  
The resulting tight fit holds the line taught, yet permits easy 
removal for future adjustment or repairs�.  Having the line 
secured allows you to coil a realistic amount of the original 
line on the belaying pin without having to cut it short or 
make separate coils. 
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