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                    CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER�S GUILD 
                                       VETERAN�S CENTER * EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA * 01930 

                            March 2009 
 
 
 

President :Fred Swart. 
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave. Rockport, MA 01966                                                                               
biggie16@gis.net                                                                                                
 
Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Fred. 
Secretary�s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter. 
Treasurer�s report: Balance Feb 11, 2009 _____ $402.84 
                              Credits: interest _______________ .11 
     Debits:._____________________ 0.00                                                      
     Balance: March 11, 2009 __ $402.95 
 
Correspondence: Newsletters e-mail from Piel Craftsmen 
regarding a proposed show stressing WW II warships at 
the Newburyport Custom House.   
 
Old Business: Brad brought in lines for an18th Century Brig 
as a start for the H/C model. 
   The first work meeting at the Maritime Heritage Center is 
planned to be the fourth Saturday in May (the 29th) at 12:00 
PM.  
 
   Tony has a new web-site provider at a substantial 
savings in cost to the club. 
 
   The meeting at the American Marine Model Gallery with 
Mr. Mike Wall has been postponed due to the  
transportation efforts sending Mr Ronnberg�s model factory 
ship  �Alaska Ocean�  to Washington.  Walter will cont act 
Mr. Wall for a reschedule. 
 
   There are several large models available that need repair 
and Walter said we could do the restorations at the H/C 
during the summer.  Possibly with the intention of donating 
the models to the H/C or a museum.  
 
New Business: The Wenham Museum is interested in 
having a model show again this year.  Ed Parent and 
Walter have had exhibits there in the past and were well 
received.  I will try to obtain details and pass them on. 
 
   The Newburyport Custom House Museum would like to 
have a World War II warship show this spring.  I will try to 
get details for that.  
 
 Show & Tell:  Pat brught in a huge jig she will use for 
building a radio control model Annisquam Fish Boat.  The 
Fish Boat is a sixteen foot cat boat using a centerboard for 
lateral stability. These have been built by the Montgomery 
Boat Yard in Gloucester, MA. For fifty years. 
 
    
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
   Ed Parent has a new Civil War ship to show us, the �USS  
Pawnee� along with his usual complete documentation, 
plans old photos and so on.  
 
   Walter had two Kayak models, one covered with thin 
cloth and the other just framed to show the construction. 
 
   Tony had a rope walk he purchased with some sample 
ropes he made, a 3, 6, and 9 strand rope. The walk was in 
separate pieces, either end so that the ends could be 
separated and clamped to a base as the rope became 
longer. Really interesting and a boon to the purist. 
 
  Doug has two hulls that could be used for our �BEAVER� 
model for the H/C.  They are of the �KATE CORY� which  
was a whale-ship but quite similar to the �BEAVER�.  
 
   Brad has the S in S. disk of building the �LEXINGTON� 
for us to study before starting the �BEAVER�.  
  
Coming Events: April 2009 North East Conference.  This 
will take place at the �Port N Starboard� Conference C enter 
on the shore in New London,  Connecticut.  There will be a 
hundred models, vendors, a speaker and door prizes.  You 
may even see the Coast Guard Barque �EAGLE� sail by. 
 
Saturday-Sunday April 18-19, 2009 Woods Hole Model 
Boat Show, Woods Hole Mass.  This can be a nice 
weekend, a lovely town with the live and static displays all 
throughout it. Many restaurants and being on the water 
makes it even better.  
 
Salem Maritime Festival Sat-Sun August 1-2, 2009 8-2  
This takes place on Derby wharf in Salem and has many 
ship models, music, craftspeople and food.   
 
Sunday, November 8, 1-8 Indoor Boat Show / Swap meet,  
United Church of Christ, Medfield. 
 
MISC: As April is the month of our annual meeting and 
election of officers, Fred Swart was nominated and 
accepted and was elected as our president for the coming 
year. The other officers will remain in office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, April 8, 2009. 7:00 PM. 
 GLOUCESTER VETERANS CENTER 
12 EMERSON AVE, GLOUCESTER , MA 

www.capeannshipmodelersguild.org 
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PAT�S FRAME FOR HER ANNISQUAM FISH BOAT  
ED PARENT�S USS PAWNEE IN 1/240 SCALE, LOOKS NEAT 

BOTH OF WALT�S KAYAKS, THE YELLOW ONE WAS COVERED 
WITH PANTY HOSE MATERIAL. 

WALT�S KAYAKS BEFORE COVERING, DON�T KNOW WHY I 
PRINTED BOTH PICTURES 

TONY HAD THIS NEAT PAIR OF ROPE WALK DEVICES  

THE TWO KATE CORY HULLS THAT DOUG BROUGHT IN FOR US TO 
STUDY 

DUES ARE DUE IN APRIL  
ONLY $20.00 TO PAT CUMMINGS 
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   Here are some photos of the Colonial warship USS HANNAH.  She was considered to be the first commissioned 
vessel of the  United States Navy. Since no records were found of her construction it is believed that she was a 
commercial vessel that was taken into Naval service, renamed and fitted out in Beverly for use as a privateer.  Several 
other ships were brought into service the same way by General George Washington including Franklin, Harrison and 
Hancock. 
 
   This model is about 4-1/2 feet long and is for sale by Mr. Richard P. Gallant in Gloucester, Mass. His phone number 
is 978-283-6537 if you are interested in it. 
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MODIFING VENTILATORS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 To 

alter the ventilators for my WW II model I started with the castings from BlueJacket.  I cleaned off the flashing all 
around the tube and under the hood.  Then using a small bit, a pilot hole was drilled a very short distance into the base 
of the hood.  This was opened up using a circular BURR in a Dremel Unit.  I must add that plugging the Dremel into a 
foot switch makes controlling the device much easier. Though costing about $35.00 or so from Micro-Mark,  the 
savings in broken bits and ruined work makes it worth every penny.  After that the hole was cleaned up, a piece of 
brass tubing was cemented to the bottom to aid in keeping the Ventaltor vertical when installed.  Then 008” brass 
wires were cemented across the opening, and a narrow piece of paper was cemented around the bottom as a height 
guide for correct installation.  
 
EPOXY: UGH, great adhesive but, I think everyone hates to use it.    Smells terrible, and when the tubes are opened 
the stuff gets on everything like Maple Syrup, you need Acetone to get it off.  Second time you try to open the tubes 
the caps are stuck on and the tube twists all around.  Now, first time I open the tubes I dump the whole contents of 
each tube into two small glass jars (old paint?), wipe any mess off the threads and use toothpicks to get the needed 
amount out of the jars and spread on a small piece of plastic, wood etc.. Works great for me. 
 
   Cleaning small files. When your fine files become clogged with brass or lead from filing fittings, try soaking them in 
PHOTO ETCH SOLUTION, (Ferric-Chloride)..  Since this solution is used to etch brass it will eat out the material from 
files. BE VERY CAREFUL WITH THIS STUFF.  GLOVES AND EYE PROTECTION ARE A MUST.. Practice first near 
water (kitchen). 
 
   Some in formation about colors from Chuck Seiler from the San Diego Modeler’s News Letter.   Fred Hocker from 
the WASA Museum indicates “Scale Color” comes up in modeling discussions quite often.  Objects farther away look 
lighter in color due to diffraction and absorption of light by dust in the air as well as the air itself. This allows painters to 
give an illusion of depth on a two dimensional surface. 
   The same effect can be used on models to make them appear further away, and more “real”  and less like a model – 
it fools the eye into interpreting what it sees as a large object 48 meters away instead of a 1:48 scale object one meter 
away.  Adding a slight amount of light gray or white is the usual method.   
   There is also the matter of scale perception of color.  A small area of a color will look more intense than a large area 
of the same color, which is what gives models a toy-like appearance in some cases.  By toning down the color with a 
little gray , it looks more “realistic” even if it is technically inaccurate. 
 
David Antscherl adds, the subject is more complex than just gray.  With distance, certainly color appears to be paler 
than when close, but it also is less saturated (has less color).  Adding white or gray alone to simulate this effect (called 
‘aerial perspective’ by painters) is insufficient.  One needs to consider two steps. 
   “First, reduce the chroma; the amount of color present.  For instance if you have a bright red, it needs to have less 
redness.  Rather than adding white or gray, add a very small amount of the complimentary color to re. This is the color 
found on the on the opposite side of a color wheel.  In the case of red, it happens to be green.   Now this is counter-
intuitive, but it works.  It reduces ‘redness’ without making it paler.  
 This information has been greatly edited for space, for the complete article, see the February 2009 newsletter of the 
San Diego Ship Modeler’s Guild.  
   
 


