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Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow
103 Phillips Ave. Rockport, MA 01966
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Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Walter.

Secretary s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter.

Treasurer s report: Balance April 11, 2007 $623.44
Credits: int. dues 130.11
Debits: Tony A.-Domain Reg. _ 7.95
Balance: May 9, 2007 $473.07

Correspondence: Newsletters, message from Tony about a
fellow who is a member of an Ammunition Ship group and
wanted information about plans or a modeler who could
build one. Ammunition ships were classed as AE-#, in the
NITRO Class.

Guest: None:

Old Business: A long discussion about the continued work
meeting at the Gloucester Marine Heritage Center. We
all felt it provided a good opportunity to show our stuff and
help the Center. We do need to get a long term
commitment from the center so we can advertise our
presence. Also we do not want to give up the Veterans
Center for business meetings and show time stuff. Few
guests want to sit through an hour of small talk about dues
etc.

It would be desirable for more members to join the
Historic Center to show our interest and help out as it is a
good organization.

Brad sent newsletters to our guests.

New Business: Brad has ordered videos of casting, air-
brushing and model making from another club for the
members to view at meetings.

Ed Parent gave a talk about the Woods Hole show. He
said the weather Saturday was lovely but Sunday rain fell
and strong winds limited the sailing. He brought eight of
his 1/240 Civil War models and there was a well known
diorama builder( | don t know him,) and a talk about
building ships in bottles by Alex Ballenger. All in all it was
a really good weekend.

Brad went to the Nor-East Conference at New London
and had some pictures but no time for talk. Here it is:

NOTES FROM NOR EAST CONFERENCE
The latest conference in New London was on the 28" of

April and as usual was great. A hundred or so fine models
and at least that many participants.

This year it was open to the public as well as

participants increasing the crowd a bit. A hot buffet was
followed by a talk by Joe Haberk from the Long Island Ship
Model Society (New Y ork) about the armament on the USS
Constitution during the period from 1798 to 1881. It seems
that each new Captain had a different idea of what
armament he wanted and as weaponry improved other
changes were made. He also provided excellent drawings
of the various guns and carriages discussed. At the close
of the presentation he handed out a printed book with all
the information which | have a copy of and will share with
anyone interested. An indispensable reference for the
serious modeler who wants an accurate portrayal of the
ship at a particular time.

| was only able to view one of the demonstrations which
was about making realistic water. | had hoped to video
some of them but it didn t happen. In any case as far as |
could tell the method was to add small wave shaped shims
on the water base where the main swells from the model
would be. Then take crumpled aluminum foil and cement it
over the shims so to have two different types of wave
action, the large swells and the chop. Then finishing with
paint for the water color. As a final touch small bits of fine
moss from model railroad supplies were added at
appropriate spots to look like foam. The effect was
extremely good and thank you for the demonstration.
Again no notes, apologies to the demonstrator.

As an added treat, the Coast Guard Bark Eagle sailed by
during the show, the Coast Guard Academy being just up
river from the Conference center.

As usual the conference was a good time with great
models, | look forward to next year.

TIPS: From Harry Ohanian of the Washington Ship Model
Society via Jean Eckert in California is an alternate way of
making waves. He uses Liquitex Gloss Medium to
construct oceans for his waterline models. With a broad
brush, he works the material, dragging and lifting it to
produce waves and tapping and lifting to make white
caps. Liquitex Gloss Heavy Gel Medium is used to make
heavy swells, and Liquitex Modeling Paste makes great
waves.

From the Foghorn: You can save yourselves a lot of
time & effort and get REAL CLOTH flags, screenprinted on
both sides, in any scale, of almost any period, of most
nations, by simply going to ready?
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http://www.modelflags.com

They ship anywhere in the world, by fellow modelers, for
us modelers. The customer service is great.
They also have a variety of interesting model boat
accessories.

SHOW & TELL: Brad brought in some of his Tanker deck
houses and a set of Destroyer etched parts from J & D
Productions in Annapolis, MD. The etchings are cut from
Nickel Silver and quite a bit stiffer than the equivalent items
from other manufacturers. The quality is excellent. For a
catalog e-mail the company at: jdproduct@comcast.net.

He also had a catalog from, SME, this is a great catalog
covering most modeling materials and tools.

Tony had a Lobster Boat from a 1 scale Midwest Kit.
The hull is done and he is working on the cabin and deck.

Walter McGrath had a very small bottle he plans to put a
building and ship into. You need your imagination for a
picture of the bottle.

Pat and Ernie had two framed up Melon Seed hulls.
Pat needs information about gluing lapstrakes with out the
strakes sticking to the frames. | tried plumbing tape but
every glue | tried stuck fast to it.

Ed Parent went to the Woods Hole show and had many
photos of it.

He also had both his USS Selma and the USS
Dunderberg, the last Ironclad of the American Civil War.

Doug had a catalog from the Wooden Boat Store ,
www.woodenboatstore.com.

Coming Events: May 29" June 10 ™, 2007. Newburyport
Custom House Maritime Museum Ship Model Exhibit
Series. This will be the first of three shows and will feature
Civil War ship Models. The second will be in August during
Newburyport s week-long Yankee Homecoming event.
The Museum will celebrate Newburyport as the birthplace
of the Coast Guard with a special Coast Guard ship model
exhibit. Last is expected to be in late September /early
October. A special International Trade exhibit will open at
the museum in the fall and ship model show will focus on
Merchant and Clipper ships both past and present. The
shows will be held at the Newburyport Custom House
Maritime Museum, 25 Water Street, Newburyport, MA.
The Custom House was built in 1835 and is the stately
granite building that has housed the maritime collection of
Newburyport s seaport for over thirty years. The Foghorn

June 1*.2007, Mystic Seaport in Mystic Connecticut will
host a Thomas Hoyne painting exhibit featuring 25 or so of
his Marine paintings and embellished with a number of the
Erik Ronnberg models he used to study for the paintings.

The show should be a must see for the serious modeler
or artist.

June-10" 2007, Philadelphia Ship Model Society Regatta
at FBR-Park in South Philadelphia, located at 20" and
Pattison Ave. Rescheduled for Fall 2007 and is geared for
RC modelers. Info: jonhmaria@comcast.net

July 4™ 2007. The Constitution museum is sponsoring a
cruise aboard the M/V Freedom following Old Ironsides
down the harbor and back on her annual July 4"
turnaround cruise. The purpose is to allow the ship to
weather evenly on both sides. Any questions may be
addressed by calling or e-mailing the museum at 617-426-
1812, ext. 167 or rsvp@ussconstitutionmuseum.org.

August 4™, 2007. The 19" Annual Salem Maritime
Maritime Festival will be held on Saturday on Derby wharf
on Derby Street in Salem Mass. Usually there have been
Colonial reenactments, food, music, maritime groups from
all over the north shore, local museums, artists and
vendors of maritime artifacts. A really good day for all.

September 13", 14" 15" and 16th. 2007, NRG
Conference will be held in Manitowac, Wisconsin. Details
of this event can be found on the NRG web-site:
www.haut.res.guild.org

Summer 2007: South Street Seaport, New York, Model
show and old ships to see.

As a follow-up to an idea from a few years ago about
attaching a small electronic motor to a microscope housing
to do very close drilling. | attached one to the arm of an
extension light after removing the lamp housing (there are
many available at yard sales for next to nothing). then
clamping the motor to a small bracket on the end of the
arm with a hose clamp and running the power cable
through a foot(MICRO)switch and to a multi-volt battery
eliminator, a pretty good drill press type gadget can be
made. There is a small horizontal displacement of the bit
due to the arm swing but when only drilling 1/8 or so deep
it is not noticeable. Another thing is that my motor is quite
small and won t drill a 1/32 hole. A bigger motor should
help. The device will provide a vertical hole over the length
of a ship hull with out having to constantly move the hull as
with a regular drill press.
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Plans for uss dunderberg

Frames for pat and ernie’s melonseed models

Ed parent’s hull parts of uss dunderberg
Tony ashdon’s lobster boat



