
                                  CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
                                                     GLOUCESTER VETERAN’S CENTER * 12 EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA 

                                                       MAY 2008 
 

                                                       NEXT MEETING 
                                                    WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2008 7:00 PM 

President: Fred Swart 
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave. 
Rockport, MA 01966 
biggie16@gis.net 
 
Meeting opened at 7:00 PM by ex president Ed.  
Secretary’s report: Accepted as in newsletter. 
Treasurer’s report: Balance April 9, 2008 $486.27 
                               Credits 180.09   
                                Balance May14, 2008 $666.36                                 
 
Correspondence: Request about location of a model of 
 USS Central America.  
    Request from Newburyport Custom House Museum for 
schooner models for the spring show which will be June 16 
– August 31, 2008.  Contact Bill Partrige. 
 
Old Business:  Brad discussed the New London Show, see 
below. 
 
   Walter spoke to Bill Partrige about getting schooners for 
the Custom House show in Newburyport, which will be 
from June 16th to August 31st, 2008. 
 
   Walter’s video of ship modeling was put on the television 
several times, called “A B Cs of Shipmodeling”.  Hopefully 
Walter will get a copy for our video file so it can be shown 
at our functions. 
 
   Brad has obtained a new DVD from the Midwest Model 
Shipwrights.  The subject is “Carving a Sea for Waterline 
Models” by Gus Agustin.  As usual his work is great and 
the video is available to anyone who would like to see it.   
 
   The old corp. papers are still missing and will be looked 
for some more.    
 
New Business:   We discussed having a float for the Fourth 
of July parade but it was determined we h  
 
Misc.: Notes on the Northeast Joint Clubs Conference and 
Ship Model Show. 
   As usual the affair was a good time.  There were about 
75 ship models of all sorts, old sail boats to modern naval 
vessels and a diorama or two. The morning was taken up 
with viewing the models and watching a “Treenail” making 
demonstration by Larry Friedlander from the New Jersey 
Club and one of using “Sculpey” by Chuck Passaro from 
the New York Club.  Sculpey comes in several colors and 
characteristics, is a modeling clay that is baked and then 
may be carved.  An advantage is that more material may 
be added to the object as you work or if a piece breaks off. 
I don’t know the supplier but I do have a brochure from 
Chuck Passaro – Cpassaro@mindspring.com. 
 

   The speaker was Mr. Peter Sorlien formally of Mystic 
Seaport who gave an interesting presentation about model 
values – past and present.  He showed a number of slides 
of pairs of models, fine modern ones and antique 
ones(TOYS ?).  The point being that the antique models 
were often had a value two or three times that of the 
modern fine quality model.  
 
  After the fine buffet lunch and speaker,  Gary Kingzett 
showed how to quickly taper spars using a ¼” power drill 
and hobby belt sander.  The spar stock is chucked into the 
drill, the drill turned on and fed into the moving belt of the 
sander.  Needless to say, stock is whipped off pretty 
quickly and  the spar must be checked often for size and 
taper.  Depending on the grit of the sanding belt there will 
be finish sanding required. 
 
   Tom Lauria did a sail making demonstration using 
silkspan, several layers of stock are soaked with thin white 
glue and bent over a mold of the billowing sail wanted. 
 
    Rope making and the jigs to do it was presented by 
Hans Weiss and Ed Mostowicz from the Long Island Club 
and   “Use of scale to Create Perspective in Dioramas”  by 
Dr. Michael Zimmerman from the Philadelphia Club.  
 
   Unfortunately with several demonstrations going on at 
the same time I was unable to see much of any of them, a 
disservice to the demonstrators.  It would be nice if videos 
could be made of  them and possibly sold to the 
participants.  Even very amateur efforts would provide the 
gist of what was being presented. 
 
   It was a great show and thanks to all those who made it 
possible. 
 
   The Gloucester Maritime Heritage Center will open 
Memorial Day Weekend and the huge addition has been 
completed.  Our group expects to have our monthly work 
meeting on the fourth Tuesday, June 24, 2008 from 3:00 
PM until 5:00 PM. Try to bring some finished items for 
guests to view. 
 

Tips and Stuff 
 

Coming Events: 
June 7th-8th, 2008, Model boat show at the Danvers Art 
Association, (old brick building on Rt. 62, just off Rt. 128).  
A four man show by Marcy Consalvo, Ed Parent, Ray 
Crean and Rich Royer on Sat. and Suday, June 7th and 8th, 
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 



 
October 18th and 19th from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the 
Torigian Center, 79 Central St. Peabody, MA.  This is quite 
a show with dozens of fine models to view, all made by 
members of the Torigian Center craft group.  
 
   August 2 &3, 2008: Salem Maritime Festival,  Derby 
Street, Salem, Mass.  There will be concert Friday evening.  
This is usually a good time with music, crafts, 
reenactments, and food.  There are usually a few CASMG 
members there. 
 
   August 23 & 24, 2008: Antique & Classic Boat Festival, 
Hawthorn Cove Marina, Salem, MA. (Constitution Club) 
 
 
   June 19th to August 31st, 2008, Schooner model show at 
the Newburyport Custom House, Newburyport, MA.  
Models are wanted.  For instructions or include a model, 
contact: Bill Partridge at 508-528-4744, or 978-462-7012. 
 

Show & Tell: 
 
   We had a full house of models tonight despite only a few 
members were able to attend.  
 
   To start Ernie showed us a 21’ Power Dory half model 
built buttock style of different kinds of woods and stained 
instead of painting. Really striking. 
 
   Pat had her Melonseed with the planking finished and 
some sealing done, coming along good Pat.   
 
   Walter pulled out of pocket a “Soverign of the Seas” that 
was about 2, that is two inches in length in the case. I was 
unable to focus on it – need a better camera – or more 
instructions.  Incredible Walter. 
 
   Ed had a four foot old four stacker from a Boucher 
Model. He wants to make it into the USS WARD 
Of Pearl Harbor fame but needs help with the camouflage 
colors(HELP – anyone).  
   As usual he also had his planked USS SHENDOAH the 
paddle wheel USS CRICKET the last of the paddle wheel 
boats of the Civil War. The rails are stiff copper wire. 
 
   Tony had a BlueJacket lobster boat that he has made as 
a demo model for the Gloucester Maritime Center as a 
selling tool for the kits. 
 
   Brad showed his almost finished 1/16th 40 mm twin 
mount with the brass barrels.  To do this size work one 
really need all kinds of home made clamps and jigs to 
locate and hold the parts for cementing.  Great work every 
one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TONY’S LOBSTER BOAT FOR THE CENTER 

PAT’S MELONSEED HULL 

PAT’S MELONSEED JIG 

ERNIE’S HALF MODEL 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
   

       
     
           
 

ED’S USS SHENANDOAH 

WALTER’S SOVERIGN-MODEL IS HALF PICTURE  

ED PARENT’S OLD 4 STACKER 

ED PARENT’S 1/240 USS CRICKET 

ANOTHER VIEW OF THE CRICKET 

BRAD’S 1/16 TWIN 40 mm S 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                            

ED PARENT’S METHOD OF MAKING SKYLIGHTS 


