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                    CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
                                       VETERAN’S CENTER * EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA * 01930 

          JUNE 2007  
 

 

 

President: Walter McGrath 
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave. Rockport, MA 01966                                                                               
biggie16@gis.net                                                                                                
 

Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Walter 
Secretary’s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter. 
Treasurer’s report: Balance May 9, 2007_______ $745.60 
                              Credits: interest, dues, donations 31.31 
     Debits: tony’s website ________ 81.72                                                      
     Balance: June13, 2007 ____ $694.19 
 
Correspondence: Newsletters  
 
Visitors: We had two visitors tonight.  Ms. Cynthia Sheldon 
from Gloucester who brought in an old Spanish souvenir 
schooner that was badly damaged.  She donated it to the 
club for us to work on.  Thank you.  Mr. Eugene F. 
Newman also from Gloucester brought in a model of a 
schooner that also was damaged and he hoped someone 
could identify as information about it. The model is of a 
transition ship as motors began to appear on sailing fishing 
boats.  
 
Old Business: Walter McGrath discussed our presence at 
the Gloucester Marine Heritage Center.  As previously 
mentioned we plan to have a working meeting at the 
Heritage Center on the fouth Tuesday of each month at 
2:00 PM.  The Heritage Center is growing fast with several 
ships at the pier and on the ways and many marine 
exhibits.  We plan to continue our business and show time 
at the Veterans Center on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM. 
 
New Business: Jim Nolan gave a short talk about the 
Newburyport model show at the old Custom house.  
   Walter discussed the article in the paper about Heritage 
Center. And Pat said more of our members should join to 
both support the Center and show the flag as it were. 
   Tony suggested we provide the heritage with handout 
brocures telling about out group. Good Idea.    
 
Tips. From Irwin Schuster in Tampa Bay, about non-stick 
and small rails.  
The Reynolds Wax Paper box tells NOTHING about the 
product which is strange as it is sold primarily to contact 
food. Teflon tapes for plumbing might work to keep glue 
from sticking to the work table, but I made tiny handrails by 
cross-cutting / kerfing out a plank on a  Preac saw then 
ripping them off on same. Beats gluing 'em 16 ways. All 
IDENTICAL.  
Make 'em about like you would make components for 

ship's gratings.  
One of our members  
 
 
 
Ships gratings. 
 
   There are thin cutting sheets made from a Teflon type 
material that can be rolledup found in home ware stores.  I 
tried CA, yellow and white glue on it and none stuck. Brad. 
 
   From Jean Eckert SBMS in Frisco, If anyone suggests 
using soap to make metal or wood objects slide better, 
think twice, Soap attracts moisture, promoting swelling in 
wood and rust in steel.  Try using beeswax instead, or 
even an old candle stub. 
 
   Show & Tell: Very sparce tonight, must be the summer 
weather.  We had two boats, the Spanish schooner that I 
mentioned in “Guests” and the Gloucester schooner also 
mentioned. The Gloucester model is about 14 or so inches 
long with a plastic hull so it would appear to be a kit.   The 
hull is narrow for it’s length  and has a stub of a bowsprit – 
broken or not on the original. She also has a propeller 
which I am told limits her to less than a half dozen 
schooner of the period.  
 
   Brad brought in the tools and jigs he is using to put port 
holes in his 1/16”  tanker cabins. A length of thin wall brass 
tube (1/8” O.D.) has jagged cuts in one end to make a hole 
cutter  and a second length is cut into enough 1/8” lengths 
with an abrasive wheel in a Dremel (don’t worry about 
being exactly square or the exact length as they will be 
filed down when the glue is dry) for all the port holes and a 
bunch extra. The hole locations are marked and a small 
right angle jig with a 1/8” hole is used to locate the correct 
height for the holes.  With the home made hole cutter is 
placed in a pin vise it is pushed through the jig hole and 
twisted several times against the wood cabin side until a 
tubular slash is cut.  A pointed burr is used to trim and 
sharpen the inside of the small porthole. The little port 
holes are pushed into the cabin side and cemented with 
white glue. When dried over ight they can be filed to the 
proper height with a “KISS” emery board.  
 
Coming Events:   August 4-5, 2007, “17

th
 Annual Door 

County Maritime Museum Classic & Wooden Boat Show”.   
Sturgeon Bay, WI, the Door County Maritime Museum is 
looking for classic and wooden boats to join the ever 
popular Door County Maritime Museum Classic and 
Wooden Boat Show. It is to be held on the grounds of the 
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Museum’s Sturgeon Bay hedquarters.  For information 
contact Brian Kelsey – bkelsey@dcmm.org. 
 
  September 13

th
 – 16

th
 2007, NRG Conference in 

Manitowac, Wisconsin.  Details about this event can be 
found on the NRG web site: www.naut.res.guild.org. 
    Following the NRG Conference will be an “Open Carving 
Class for Ship Ornamentation”  given by Mr. Richard 
Young, ship modeler and master carver.  It will be at his 
Two Rivers, Wis, studio on 17-21 September, 2007.  Cost 
is $50.00 per day and particpants must have their own set 
of 1.5 mm wide  Dockyard micro carving tools, and a head 
mounted magnifier like Opti-Visor. Write or call Mr. Young 
at 1112 Division Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220-5733, (920) 
684-5228. 
 
   The second show at the Newburyport Custom House will 
be in August during Newburyport’s week-long Yankee 
Homecoming event.  The Museum will celebrate 
Newburyport as the birthplace of the Coast Guard with a 
special Coast Guard ship model exhibit.  Last is expected 
to be in late September /early October.  A special 
International Trade exhibit will open at the museum in the 
fall and ship model show will focus on Merchant and 
Clipper ships both past and present.  The shows will be 
held at the Newburyport Custom House Maritime Museum, 
25 Water Street, Newburyport, MA.  The Custom House 
was built in 1835 and is the stately granite building that has 
housed the maritime collection of Newburyport’s seaport 
for over thirty years. 
 
   June 1

st - ? 
.2007, Mystic Seaport in Mystic Connecticut 

will host a Thomas Hoyne painting exhibit featuring 25 or 
so of his Marine paintings and embellished with a number 
of the Erik Ronnberg models he used to study for the 
paintings  a must see for any serious artist or modeler. 
 
      July 4

th
 2007. The Constitution museum is sponsoring a 

cruise aboard the M/V Freedom following Old Ironsides 
down the harbor and back on her annual July 4

th
  

 turnaround cruise. The purpose is to allow the ship to 
weather evenly on both sides.  Any questions may be 
addressed by calling or e-mailing the museum at 617-426-
1812, ext. 167 or rsvp@ussconstitutionmuseum.org. 
 
   August 4

th
, 2007.  The 19

th
 Annual Salem Maritime 

Maritime Festival will be held on Saturday on Derby wharf 
on Derby Street in Salem Mass. Usually there have been 
Colonial reenactments, food, music, maritime groups from 
all over the north shore, local museums, artists and 
vendors of maritime artifacts. A really good day for all. 
 
   October 18-21, 2007: “I Hobby Expo”  (Hobby 
Manufactureres Asso., Butler, NJ) due for the Stevens 
Convention Center, Rosemont, NJ.    
 
 
 

Misc:  From the “Forecastle Report” of the Midwest Model 
Shipwrights by Bob George, “Starting a Kit”. 
   The basics of setting up a kit’s frame and bulkheads to  
achive a properly aligned hull.   The key factor is to get all 
the bulkheads at right angles to the center frame and 
perpendicular to the bottom of the keel.  A solid clamp to 
hold the center frame in place is essential.  This can be 
attached at the bow and stern so as not to interfere with 
the placemant of the bulkheads.  A check must be made to 
be sure that the center frame is flat(no warps) and that all 
of the bulkheads are symmetrical.  To do that you will need 
to trace the outline of each bulkhead on paper, fold in half 
at the center line and check to see if the edges match.  If 
they don’t match, you will have to make them symmetrical, 
otherwise the hull shape will turn out irregular.  See the 
illustrations. If the two sides don’t match mark the template 
to show symmetry.  Then to reshape the kit’s bulkhead, 
overlay the corrected template on the bulkhead as a 
sanding or shimming guide. 
   Once everything is symmetrical, you can glue the 
bulkheads into place.  Use a small triangle or a block 
known to have true square sides to align the bulkheads as 
you do the gluing.  Glue one bulkhead at a time so you do 
not disturb the positioning while the glue dries.  Thank you 
to Bob George. 
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NEWBURYPORT MODEL SHOW 
 

NEWBURYPORT MODEL SHOW 

BRAD’S TANKER DECKHOUSES PORTHOLE CHTTING TOOLS 

MYSTERY SCHOONER MODEL 

ED PARENT’S USS SELMA 


