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Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Fred.  Hot 
muggy night, small group. 
 
Secretary’s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter. 
 
Treasurer’s report: None tonight. 
 
Correspondence: Newsletters. 
 
Guest: Robert Murphy from Gloucester.  Welcome Robert. 
 
Old business: Fred Swart talked about yhe revised By-
Laws and brought in the revised copy for us to review and 
bring home.  Very nice job, Fred, thank you for all your 
efforts. 
 
New Business:  There was a discussion about the past 
meeting at the Heritage Center.  There were about 6 of us 
there and we had three guests.  Walter gave a talk to the 
ten year old guest about modeling and showed his work . 
   The other guests asked some questions and talked about 
modeling in general.  
 
   For our work meeting on July 22, 2008 at 3:00 PM, we 
would like to have more of the toy boats for the guests 
(young) to play with and bring home.   
   Likewise for the Maritime Heritage Day in August toy 
boats should be brought.  It would be nice if each menber 
could bring in 10-12 of them.  Any kind,  walnet shell to 1/2” 
Basswood cutouts, or some miniature lobster traps and a 
full sized real one to show how lobster get caught. 
 
Tips:  From Irwin Schuster in Tampa Bay: Sec/Ed’s note on 
MOLDED PARTS.  For instance duplicate half models. Our      
professional model making technique of the 60’s was to 
make a shape in clay, pour a plaster-of-paris mold and dub 
“Bondo” into it. 
   Benefits: Bondo (now a 3M product takes an automotive 
quality finish.  Bondo does not flow, so you make shell as 
thick as you want.  That low-tech technique is NOT 
surpassed, in my opinion, by RTV and resin, and is much 
cheaper.  Modeling clay can be added to and subtracted 
from without limit, until you get what you want.  Bondo …a 
time tested, mass produced formulation for most grueling 
of enviorments, ease of shaping and finishing.  A parting 
agent of wax or soap must be applied to the plaster if you 
plan to remove the part.  The stuff is car-crash tough, too. 
 

    
 
 
 
   

Show & Tell 
 
 Walter brought in one of his famous flat half models made 
from three pieces of wood.  Two sheets of 1/8th   plywood 
for the hull and backboard, about 18” long and a thin strip 
of wood for trim.  The idea this is to show beginners how to 
produce something pretty without much effort or cost. 
When painted and hung on a wall it didn’t look bad at all.  
Sorry, Walter, I forgot to take a picture. 
 
   Brad had another fret of Nickel-Silver etched parts from J 
& D Productions.  These are about .009” thick and quite a 
bit stiffer than the normal brass ones. The fret was 
designed for a 1/16” scale model and contained many 
many parts, baskets, handrail stanchions, hose reels and 
almost every thing found on a destroyer.  
 
   Ed Parent showed his finished 1/240 USS 
SWITZERLAND. He also had the assembly 24 page 
booklet describing the method of building the model of the 
USS NEW IRONSIDES.  This is the model he helped to 
desighn for “The Old Steam Navy” model company, part of 
The Siege of Charlston Collection”. 
 
    
 

COMING EVENTS 
   August 2 &3, 2008: Salem Maritime Festival,  Derby Street, 
Salem, Mass.  There will be concert Friday evening.  This is 
usually a good time with music, crafts, reenactments, and food.  
There are usually a few CASMG members there. 
 
   August 23 & 24, 2008: Antique & Classic Boat Festival, 
Hawthorn Cove Marina, Salem, MA. (Constitution Club) 
 
   August 30th , 2008: Gloucester Maritime Heritage Center 
Festival at the Heritage Center on Harbor Loop in Gloucester.  
Model building, crafts, food dealers.  
 
October 18th and 19th from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Torigian 
Center, 79 Central St. Peabody, MA.  This is quite a show with 
dozens of fine models to view, all made by members of the 
Torigian Center craft group.  
 
   November 10-16, 2008.  NRG Conference, Chattanooga, TN.  
Call Patti 585-968-8111. 
 

                  NEXT MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2008, 7:00   
 GLOUCESTER VETERANS CENTER 

12 EMERSON AVE, GLOUCESTER , MA 
www.capeannshipmodelersguild.org 
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Misc:  The work meeting at the Gloucester Maritime Heritage 
Center went well with a number of visitors and members.  
Almost every one brought in a model, some scratch built and a 
few kits.  Fred Swart  had a “Flying Fish” kit  with the hull half 
done but there is a question of the authenticity of the model.  It is 
thought that many ships were named Flying Fish and the model 
is a different one than he believed.  
      Brad had his tanker and several of the completed 
handrails made from .010” brass wire and photo-etched 
stanchions.   How to get them installed is the next 
question. The meeting in August may be the last one of the 
summer as there are few visitors after the summer ends 
though we will be present for the Heritage Day affair during 
the August 30th, Schooner Festival over Labor Day 
weekend.  
 
Misc: In the latest issue of “The Forecastle Report”, the 
newsletter of the Midwest Model Shipwrights is a great 
article describing the fabrication of a Fibreglass Hull. 
Callednot surprisingly, “Fabricating a Fiberglass Hull” by 
Steve wheeler.  The first step is to carve a basswood 
pattern of the hull wanted, called a positive.   
 
   Steve made it in two halves so it could be split as the hull 
had a sheer strake which would have made it difficult to 
remove from the mold.    
 
   Next a box is made for each half from scrap wood for 
plaster to be poured in on top of the positives.  Plaster was 
poured into the mold box and all around the positives and 
let set for three days.  
  
   The positives must be sealed well and waxed. The inside 
of the mold must also be sealed (Steve used shellac), then 
covered with a release agent (PVA)  
 
   When the two halves are joined three layers of fibreglass 
cloth were placed in the mold with epoxy resin spread 
between them. After the glass/epoxy has cured it may be 
removed.   
 
   Reasons for making a glass hull over a planked hull is 
that the glass hull can be made much faster than a planked 
one, and several may be made from the same mold, also 
you have a very thin,smooth hull which is quite stable.  
 
   Thank you Steve for the article and thanks to the 
Midwest group for providing it.  
 
   I have only given a bit of an overview of Steve’s article 
but any one may borrow it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   I have 7 Videos from the Midwest club about model 
building.  They are: Ship’s Boats and Flags by Gus 
Agustin. 
 
Spiling. 
 
Carving a Sea for a Waterline Models, also by Gus 
Agustin. 
 
Modern Warships by Don Preul(hull painting). 
 
Ship’s Gratings. 
 
Airbrush Techniques. 
 
Applying gold Leaf and Model Ship Cases. 
 
RTV Molds and Castings. 
 
   I also have several local Videos, Erik Ronnberg in Mystic,   
 
Legacy, Gloucester, Schooner Adventure,  ABCs of Ship  
 
Modeling by Walter McGrath,  Coast Guard Sundew, and  
 
“Fame” The Salem Privateer.and Building the St. Rosalie.  
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CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
JULY 2008 

TONY ASHDON’S USS HANNAH  BUILT WITH WOOD FROM HIS 
YARD 

ED PARENT’S  USS SWITZERLAND  

TONY ASHDON’S USS HANNAH  

ANOTHER VIEW OF TONY’S  USS HANNAH  
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