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          CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
VETERAN’S CENTER * EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA 

AUGUST 13, 2008 
NEXT MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 10, APRIL  9, 2008 
www.capeannshipmodelersguild.org 

President: Fred Swart
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave., Rockport, MA 01966 
biggie16@gis.net 
 
Meeting: there was no formal meeting, there were only six 
members present.. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Balance July 9, 2008 $582.08 
                              Credits Int.                              .12   
                              Balance July 9, 2008    $582.20 
 
Correspondence:  Several News Letters from other 
modeling groups. 
 
Guest: Walter brought in his son and grandson to the 
meeting, welcome , hope you will come again. 
  
Old Business:  A discussion was carried on about our 
relationship with the Heritage center.  The once a month 
Tuesday afternoon show was hardly worth the amount of 
effort to bring our models and tools with only one or two 
guests.  We would like very much to continue our 
relationship there but at the moment are not sure how.  
Several other groups are affiliated with their local museums 
seem to have a good working arrangement.  We will 
contact them and get hope to get some input. 
   In any case we will continue to work there through 
September and October.  Some groups have a small shop 
on the museum premises where work is done all day.  That 
would take a strong commitment by the membership.    
 
Misc:  We would like to have a show at the ROSE BAKER 
Senior Center.  There is a space in the lobby with several 
tables and room for a dozen models or so. 
 
   Mike Wall has moved his “American Marine Model 
Gallery” to Pleasant Street in Gloucester, MA.  He has a 
web site that is: www:shipmodel.com.  The Gallery has 
some of the finist models in the United States. There are 
several shown on the web-site. 
 

Coming Events 
 

   September 20, 2008:  Oakbrook Terrace Park, IL, the Tri 
Club meeting in Oakbrook, IL.  It will start at 8:00 AM and 
close at 4:15 PM. Morning pasteries, coffee, lunch and 
time to visit and  view many models. There will be Bob 
Filipowski, Gus Agustin, Kurt Van Dahm and Tony Levine 
giving demonstrations. Cost is $20.00 for members and 
$30.00 for non-members.   

 
 
 

 
 
   October 18th and 19th from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the 
Torigian Center, 79 Central St. Peabody, MA.  This is quite 
a show with dozens of fine models to view, all made by 
members of the Torigian Center craft group. 
 
   October 18th thru November 1st, Model Show and 
Exhibition, Rockler Woodworking and Hardware, 25553 
South Colorado Blvd.,Denver, CO.  Presented by the 
Rocky Mountain Shipwrights.  Information and pictures: 
www.rkymtnshipwrights.org. 
 
   November 10-16, 2008.  NRG Conference, Chattanooga, 
TN.  Call Patti 585-968-8111. 
 

TIPS 
 
   Nameplate supply, from the Ships Log of the Tampa Bay 
Ship Model Society.  G.L.g. ART/Custom Engraving.  
Orders over the web and reasonable.  5008 W. Linebaugh 
Ave, Tampa, 33624, 813-962-3342,  www.gelgee.com, 
gelgee@concentric.net. 
 
   From the “DANDYFUNK”, the N/L of the Long Island 
Ship Model Society, Gus Swenson shared a couple of 
techniques from former member Mike Costagliola.  
    Making  deck planks: start with a piece of square or 
rectangular stock equal in thickness to the width of the 
deck plank.  Paint one face of the stock either black or a 
very dark brown.  You can stain it, but don’t use a stain that 
penetrates into the wood.  You want the color on the 
surface only.  Then rip deck planks from the stock, making 
the width equal to the thickness of the deck plank on the 
model.  When you lay up the decking, the painted edge will 
simulate caulking between the planks. 
 
   Making gratings:  start with a piece of stock equal in 
thickness to the width of a grating hole plus one of the 
edges.  Then use a slitting tool in a table saw to cut 
grooves in the stock, exactly ½ the thickness of the stock.  
The width of the groove is to be equal to the width of the 
grating hole.  Then turn the grooved stock 90 degrees and 
cut out strips of a width equal again to the width of the 
grating holes.  Assemble the grating by by laying the 
notched strips on their sides and placed together so that 
the square holes alternate with the solid framework.  

 
 
 

Show & Tell 
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   Pat and Ernie brought in a bunch of miniature simple sail 
boats for gifts for children at the forthcoming Maritime 
Festival at the Maritime History Center on Harbor Loop in 
Gloucester, MA.  This is to take place on Labor Day 
weekend as part of the Gloucester Schooner Festival. 
 
Ed Parent brought in a model of an 1841 “Anchor Hoy” he 
had built 20 years ago at 1/120 scale. The Anchor Hoy was 
used for placing large anchors in harbors for use as 
moorings and also to brig water to ships in the harbor.   
   Ed also did a short demonstration of his method of 
making the itsy-bitsy dead-eyes he makes for his 1/120 
models.  
   Ed also showed his “Shenandoah” hull the is to be a test 
model for a kit being planned.   
 
   One of the girls from the Torigian Center sent along a flat 
half model ala walter McGrath.  Looked great and can be 
made very quickly.  
 
   Walter had two large plastic jugs he plans to use at the 
Heritage day to demonstrate and let kids try making ships 
in bottles.  The big jugs with big mouths will let kids reach 
into the jug to fix mistakes. Looking forward to it Walter. 
 
   At the Tuesday work meeting at the Heritage Center  
Brad brought in a 2’ x 2’ piece of plywood painted blue with 
a strip of brown, a small dock and a red and white bouy in 
the corner.  It was set on a table with a few of Pat’s 
sailboats on it.  Some kids came by, and it was a big hit 
and several boats  went home with the kids.  It turned out 
to be a good shake out of the idea and showed that the 
kids prefered painted hulls to bare ones. The hulls are 
about 3” long and quick painted with different Acrylic 
colors.  The sails are one piece of clear white index card 
folded to look like a main sail and jib, using a colored 
toothpick as a mast.   
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 HERE ARE SOME RECENT PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
MR. ERIK RONNBERG’S FACTORY SHIP MODEL 
“ALASKA OCEAN” . THE MODEL IS BEING BUILT 

FOR THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE IN 
WASHINGTON.  

IT WAS DECIDED TO MAKE THE TOP DECK 
RAISABLE TO ALLOW VIEWING OF THE FINE 

MACHINERY INSTALLED INSIDE 
THIS IS ACCOMPLISHED WITH THREE SCREWS 

MOUNTED IN THE HULL AND DECK.  
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BRAD HAVING A GUEST DRAW ON A TOY SAILBOAT SAIL 

ONE OF THE KIDS LOOKING OVER THE TOY SAILBOATS 

WALTER TEACHING “SHIP IN BOTTLE METHODS” 

BLUENOSE AT END OF H/C PIER, REALLY NICE 

ED, GEORGE AND PAT MAKING MORE SAILBOATS TENT WE WERE UNDER AT H/C FESTIVAL, THIS BUILDING WAS  
USED TO PORTRAY THE “CROW’S NEST” IN THE FILM, “THE 
PERFECT STORM”, IT IS ACTUALLY ONE BLOCK FURTHER 

INLAND. 
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CUSTOM HOUSE SHOW - NEWBURYPORT 
 

 
 

 
 

CUSTOM HOUSE SHOW – NEWBURYPORT, MA 

SOME SCENES FROM THE GLOUCESTER SCHOONER FESTIVAL 


