
 

 

                    CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
                                       VETERAN’S CENTER * EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA * 01930 

                    NOVEMBER 14, 2007  
 

 

 
President: Walter McGrath 
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave. Rockport, MA 01966                                                                               
biggie16@gis.net                                                                                                
 

Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Walter 
Secretary’s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter. 
Treasurer’s report: Balance: Oct 10, 2007______ $595.62 
                              Credits: interest, ______________ .24 
     Debits: Brad/money for vets___ 200.00 
      Balance: Nov. 14, 2007 _______ $395.86 

 
Correspondence: Newsletters. 
 
Guest: Charles Steiner.  
 
Old business: Ed Parent discused the Heritage Center, 
renovations will be starting soon to add a new second floor 
to the area we are presently using, see the following 
notice. 
    We have decided not to have a Christmas Party this 
year.  December has become very busy for most of us and 
the weather may be inclement coupled with the long drive 
several members have to make in the dark so we will plan 
an afternoon brunch before Memorial day.   
   
New business.  We will be donating $200.00 in gift 
certificates to the Veterans Center for distribution to needy 
Vets.  This is inlue of having to pay for the use of the hall. 
Brad will be given a check and will pick up the certificates 
and drop them off at the Veteran’s office this week.   
   It was decided not to have meeting at the Heritage 
Center during December, January or February and resume 
in March, weather and construction permitting.  We have 
not been getting many visitors due the cold location and 
lack of tourists in the fall.  
 
   Fred Swart will send a thank you letter to the directors of 
the Heritage Center for this past years use.  
 
   There was a discussion about doing something to assist 
the H/C, perhaps make model for the H/C to auction off at 
thei summer festival, or help with the displays. 
 
   Many of the model clubs are affiliated with a museum 
and it is something to look into.  An affiliation could be of 
mutual benefit. 
 
   Someone also mentioned having a group of us visit 
another club to get to know some of the other modelers, 
sounds like a good idea, will have to get some meeting 
times and locations around the area.   
 

Misc.  Tony reports h 
 
 
 
 
    
 
Tips:  From the USS Constitution club comes some 
comments about line.  Andrew Jantz asked about using 
hair spray on rigging to tame the fuzz that often occurs 
when using linen rigging line.  The editor was quite 
emphatic in his response, saying it is not a good idea 
because it attracts dust.  When aerosol exits the can it 
tends to charge with static electricity which, for some 
reason, does not dissipate readily and becomes a dust 
magnet.  Several members suggested using beeswax to 
help tame the fuzz and George Estano allowed how he 
uses a Butane cigarette lighter to remove the fuzz.  The 
flame is gingerly passed over the line and the fuzz 
combusts.  A candle flame is a  less aggressive alternative 
to accomplish the same task.  If the line is waxed prior to 
flaming the wax melts and penetrates the fibers and helps 
preserve the line and contain any additional fuzzing.  The 
line should be dyed prior to waxing and flaming. 
   Linen line available today tends to be fuzzier than that 
available years ago and seems to contain more bumps or 
nodules.  An alterative is to use Egyptian cotton thread 
available from lace making suppliers.  Egyptian cotton is 
smoother and has a more consistant diameter without the 
bumps and nodules. 
 
   A while back someone commented that it was difficult to 
keep the twin barrels of 20 and 40 mm AA guns parallel 
when assembling them.  I make them from the proper O.D. 
brass tube, long enough to extend from the tip to past the 
breech.  Using some old high school math I find the 
distance between the center lines of the barrels, the I.D.s 
of the tubes, and the space between the O.D.s of the 
barrels.  Then I put  lengths of brass rod the size of the 
I.D.s in the barrels that extend past the ends of the barrels 
by ½” to an inch.  Placing the barrels on a flat piece of 
dense foam over a little piece of wax paper  I put a drill bit 
or other proper size rod between the brass rods on either 
end of the barrels, and hold everything in place with pins.  
A small drop of epoxy is placed on the breech end of the 
barrels and let set over night. When set, the assembly is 
removed from the foam, the spacer rods removed and then 
cleaned up.  The rest of the gun is then built up with 
styrene.  See the illustration on the next page. Brad B. 
 
 
 

                 NEXT MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2007, 7:00  
 GLOUCESTER VETERANS CENTER 

12 EMERSON AVE, GLOUCESTER , MA 
www.capeannshipmodelersguild.org 
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 From Randy biddle in the SMA in California, where to 
obtain the really small , tiny nuts and bolts for your next 
project along with a lot of other goodies.  The address  
supplied is: Scale Hardware, 1736 NE 16 Street, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL, 33304.  Look up the company on the 
internet at: www.scalehardware.com. 
 
   Also in the SMA notice: Grandt Line produces a line of 
brass and polystyrene detail accessories for ship modelers, 
although their major line is for railroaders.  Their web site is 
: www.grandtline.com.   
 
Misc.  : Fred Swart talked about Tampa bay about an 
article in Ships in Scale. 
 
   Our guest, Mr. Steiner had a schooner model he wanted 
help with.  All the rigging was attached at the top of the 
mast but the bottom of the lines were loose and there was 
some confusion about where to put them. Most of the gang 
pitched in and the situation was resolved.  
   
   We only had four members at the work meeting at the 
H/C this month and no visitors.  It was the last meeting of 
this year and just as well. Work has begun on a major 
renovation of the building we meet in with workmen all 
around. Walter brought in his finished half model of ELSIE, 

another fishing schooner from Essex, Mass., designed by 
McManus.  Brad brought a video from Mystic Seaport of 
the talk by Erik Ronnberg for us to view.  I digress a bit, 
due to the small showing we broke about 2:30 PM and 
gave the building over to the construction crew.  We will 
see what the spring brings. 
 
Coming Events: February 5

th 
- March 8, 2008, the annual 

USS Constitution Club Show at the USS Constitution 
Museum in Charlestown Massachusetts. The show will be 
juried for those who want to be judged.  
 
From the USS CMSG: 
April 26

th
, 2008, Northeast Ship Model Conference, New 

London, CT.  and 

 
August 2

nd
 & 3

rd
, 2008, Salem Maritime Festival, Derby 

Wharf in Salem Mass.  and 
 
August (end of) 26

th
 Antique Classic Boat Festival probably 

in Salem also.  and 
 
Now through spring 2008, South Street Seaport Museum in 
New York has an exhibit called, “Ship Models: More Than 
Just Toys” 
    
 
   
 
Show and Tell:  Tony Ashdon brought in a bunch of 
miniature lobster traps and buoys that he has made as 
souveneers to sell in the local stores. 
   He also had a small boat made using the ideas taken 
from the video we received from the Midwest Model 
Shipwrights. 
   And a stack of dories made from wood in his backyard.  
Thanks Tony. 
 
   Ed Parent showed us his USS DUNDERBERG , the start 
of a plank on frame model of  USS SHENDENDOH and 
the jig he uses to produce the 1/240 rat lines he makes for 
his models.  The shrouds are 11 mil tungston wire with  8/0 
fly tying thread for the ratlines. The ratlines are secured to 
the shrouds with a drop of  gloss medium at each 
intersection of shroud and ratline.  
 
   Pat had a half model of the PURITAN, a racing schooner 
built in Essex Massachusettsb by the James yard in 1922. 
She was lost on Sable Island on her third fishing trip. 
 
Nice job everyone. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
NOVEMBER 2007 

ED PARENTS SHROUD JIG 
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CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
NOVEMBER 2007 

ED PARENT’S PLANK ON FRAME 

THE DORY NEST OF TONY’S  

ED PARENTS USS DUNDERBERG  

TONY ASHDON’S SKIFF START TONY’S  TRAPS AND BOUYS 
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FRED’S RED LION 

 

 

CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
NOVEMBER 2007 

WALTER’S HALF MODEL OF ELSIE 

Fred’s FLYING FISH 

FRED SWART’’S  CATBOAT 


