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           CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
                   VETERAN’S CENTER * EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA * 01930 

                     DECEMBER 2007  
 

 

 

President: Tony Ashdon 
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave. Rockport, MA 01966                                                                               
biggie16@gis.net                                                                                                
 

Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Tony. 
Secretary’s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter. 
Treasurer’s report: Balance Nov.14, 2007 ______ $395.86 
 Credits: donation  ________ 10.00 
     Balance: Dec. 12, 2007 ___ $405.86 
 
Correspondence: Newsletters, notice. 
 
Guests: No guests tonight and only 6 members the, cold, 
dark and other seasonal events are keeping people away.  
 
Old business:  The $200.00 in gift certificates were 
delivered to the Veteran’s Center for distribution. 
   Fred Swart showed the thank you letter he prepared for 
Ms. Webster at the Heritage Center and we all agreed it 
was fine so he will send that off.  We are fortunate to have 
a place to show off our work and do some modeling.  
There was some more discussion about places to display 
models so Pat cummings will visit the Gloucester Library 
and Brad will go to the Rockport library and sign up for the 
display cases. 
 
   There is some confusion about the status of the wood 
carvers and our corporation papers so Pat will contact Ed 
Leavitt, one of the fonders of the group for a get together.   
    
   Some are interested in having a one day show at the 
Gloucester Senior Center with several of us in attendance 
to answer modeling questions.   There is also some 
interest in doing something with the Cape Ann Historical 
Society but we are not sure what at this time. 
 
New Business:  Will ask Jim Nolan to check the Senior 
Center for time and place for one day show. 
 
Tips:  As you have probably noticed, very small (#70) and 
smaller bend while drilling with them.  I have found 
cementing a length of tube with the same or a bit larger I.D. 
than the bit O.D. and the whole length of the bit except ¼” 
of the cutting end stiffens them up quite a bit.  Rarely are 
holes deeper than a quarter of an inch made. And though 
the bits may be a little non concentric, they are usually 
used in a hand drill so the runout is not very important. 
 
   Where to place a paint brush between strokes while 
moving the part or whatever can be solved by cementing a 
piece of  plastic to the bottom of a cut off cream cheese tub 
and bending up one end and notching it. Pour a bit of water 
or paint solvent in the tub for keeping the brush moist. 
 

     
 
 
 
 
Misc:  Moose Miniatures has moved up the road to: 
 162 Newbury Turnpike, Rowley, MA 01969:   Near the 
diner I have heard. 
 
Coming Events: 
   From the South Bay Club:  The Ventura County Maritime 
Museum will hold it’s annual Ship Model Show and Sale 
December 1

st -- 
31

st
, 2007. 

 
   May 16

th
 – 18

th
, 23

rd
 Annual Midwestern Model Ships and 

Boats Contest and Show to be held at the Wisconsin 
Maritime Museum in Manitowoc, WI.  Speakers Jeff  
Moses on Lofting and John Fox on Ships-in-Bottles have 
been proposed thus far. 
 
   April 26

th
, 2008, Northeast Ship Model Conference, Port 

“N” Starboard Conference Center, New London, 
Connetticut.  The speakers are planned to be appraisers.  
Always a good time with Mystic Seaport only 15 minutes 
away and several national motel chains nearby. 
 
   Danvers: Model boat show at the Danvers Library put on 
by the torigian Center modelers. Don’t know when as yet. 
 
Show Time: Walter McGrath had a neat Midwest kit of a 
San Francisco “Scow Schooner” from Midwest.  The basic 
hull is finished and he is starting on adding details to the 
hull. This looks like a great beginner’s kit and not very large 
so displaying it will not be a problem. 
 
Brad brought in the old plastic destroyer he found in a flea 
market.  Nice case and he plans to try to super detail it with 
photo-etched parts and hand rails. Come again with more 
done. He also described a paintbrush holder he made from 
a cream cheese tub and some plastic sheet. 
 
Ed as usual had something nice for us to look at.  His USS 
DUNDERBERG in 1/240 scale is finished and looks great.  
The detailing he is able to get on his miniature models is 
always astounding.  He has even placed several crewmen 
on the deck, less than ¼” high.  Ed also had his book of 
tricks to share,  To install the life boats, he first makes the 
block/rope assemblys, cements them to the life boats and 
when dry uses a home made jack made from a dowel, a 
base block and a threaded rod with a platform stuck on it. 
The platform fits under the lifeboat and is lifted to the davits 
and the blocks and ropes are cemented together with gloss 
medium. Neat model and good tip, half of modeling seems 
to be building jigs and tools.  

NEXT MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, January 9, 2008, 7:00 pm 

GLOUCESTER VETERANS CENTER 
12 EMERSON AVE, GLOUCESTER , MA 
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                      Cape ann ship modeler’s guild 
                    December 2007 

 

 

    

 Ed parent’s  USS DUNDERBERG 

Walter’s scow schooner 

The schooner scow Brad’s brush holder 

Dunderberg bow 

Dunderberg stern 
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CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
DECEMBER 2007 

SAN DIEGO S M G 
 

SEASON”S GREETINGS TO ALL 
 

   I would like to thank all the other clubs for their 
tips, pictures and other information throughout the 
year.  They have made my job a great deal easier. 

ShipWright Software 
 

   We received an advertisement for line drawing 
software from Mr. Robert Furstenberg of ShipWright 
Software.  Basically a plan in a book is scanned and 
installed in your cmputer. 
 

1. Scan: When you see a ship plan in a book that 
you would like to build, simply scan the pages 
and import them into ShipWright. Once a plan is 
loaded and a coordinate systen assigned, you 
can immediately perform simple 
measurements. 

 
2. Click: One by one, identify each line on the plan 

and click along them to recreate the curves 
representing the ship’s hull. 

 
3. Print:  Once the ship’s lines are digitized and      

faired,  various tools (such as the “Slicer” and 
“Projector”) allow you to create ship parts 
(frames, keel etc.) in any scale (by simply 
changing a scaling factor.  These parts are then 
printed out on paper, glued onto pieces of wood 
and finally cut and sanded along the lines!  At 
this point you are ready to glue the wooden 
pieces together and start building your ship 
model or small boat.  

 
       The program costs $69.00. For information 
contact:  ShipWright Software 
               Attn: Robert Furstenberg 
               4013 38th St. Ste 302 
                Brentwood, MD 20722 
                  www.shipwright.biz 
 
   The brocure had several pictures of the results 
and a bit more information.  


