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                    CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
                                       VETERAN’S CENTER * EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA * 01930 

                    DECEMBER 10, 2008  
 
 
 

President: Fred Swart 
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave. Rockport, MA 01966                                                                               
biggie16@gis.net                                                                                                
 
Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Fred 
Secretary’s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter. 
Treasurer’s report: Balance: Nov 12, 2008 _____ $582.45 
                              Credits: interest,  ______________ .12 
                              Debits: ______________________ .00 
      Balance: Dec. 10, 2008 ________ $582.57 
 
Correspondence: Newsletters. 
 
Guest: Mr. Dave Sears, who brought in a bunch of photos 
of his models and paintings.  We hope he will be back. 
 
Old business: 
   We discussed the Heritage Center again.  We would like 
to use our meeting times there to make a few models of 
the Tea Party ship “Beaver”. The Center has been 
remodeling the old dragger “Vito C.”  There don’t seem to 
be any plans available so we will look for plans of a similar 
brig from the 1760s. Hopefully it would add interest for the 
visitors.  
 
   Walter tried to reach Mike Wall about a club visit. He will 
try again later in the month.  Likewise, Erik Ronnberg 
offered a shop visit to view his factory ship model. 
 
New business: No new business so we went right to the 
show and visit time.    
 
Tips: To get really thin pins, buy “Beading Needles” from 
the hobby store. These are about .019” diameter, this is 
.006” or so smaller then most pins.  Put several drops of 
white glue on the eye of the needle.  When the glue is dry 
dip, the end in some paint so it will show up on your 
workbench.  
 
From Rich Royer at the Torigian Center.  Many of you have 
been asking about making nameplates or boat names.  I 
use a comuter that has “Microsoft Word” software, and an 
attached color printer. 
   Open a “new document” and click on the blank page.  Go 
to “insert” at the toolbar at the top.  When you click on it 
you will see a “drop down menu”  that has several items 
listed.  Clip on “text box”. You will see a border appear on 
the page.  Click inside the border and you will get a smaller 
text box with a blinking curser.  Type your boat name (or 
info / whatever)  using the Microsoft Word editing features 
to get it the way you want it (size, color, centered, etc)   
 

rt” located under; (“in 
 
 
 
 
You can even use “word art” located under : (“insert” 
/picture, /word art) to give the name a visual effect like an 
arch etc.  Then click on “format” in the toolbar and select 
“text box”.  This will give you an option menu that allows 
you to “fill” in a background color etc.  Fill in with a color, 
then chose “style” and you can put different borders on it 
etc.  Try it and you will find a world of uses.  On my small 
boats I can get readable names down to a font size of5!  
No way could I paint that small legibly.  Thanks to Rick 
Royer for the item. 
 

COMING EVENTS 
February 1, -March 7, 2009:Constitution Club Show, 10am 
– 1:00 pm.  It will be called “Models in the Spotlight”. It will 
be held at the USS CONSTITUTION Museum in 
Charlestown, MA.  
 
April 18 & 19, 2009: Woods Hole Model Boat Show in the 
Village of Woods Hole, Mass.  It is a very nice town and 
the models and vendors are spred around in the different 
buildings.  There are also several waterfront restaurants in 
the area. For information call: 508-548-7270 or visit 
www.woodsholemuseum.org or e-mail woods-hole-
historical@hotmail.com. (THE BROADAXE) 
 
April 17-19, 2009:  Fourth Annual Great Florida Gulf Coast 
Small Craft Festival( at Cortez).  Speaker will be Tod 
Croteau of the National Park/Historic American Building 
Survey.  The festival is fun, food, races and displays, with 
on-water trials.  This is sail, row, paddle, power and 
combinations thereof. (Ship’s Log, TBSMS) 
    
April 25, 2009, Northeast Ship Model Conference at the 
Port N Starboard Conference Center in New London, CT.  
This is usually a great day with many fine models, lots of 
vendors and a buffet lunch. The USS Constitution Club will 
be the sponser this year. Hope to see you there. 
 
    

Show and Tell: 
Pat showed us her Melonseed model which has the fittings 
on it.  She makes all the fittings by hand from brass. 
 
   Walter is making a model of a Kyak like the full sized one 
he made a few years ago.  It is built just like the real one.  
 
   Toney surprised us with a bunch of paper ship models he 
downloaded from the internet. One was really crude of  the 
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“Beaver” , also a French barge, a coastal frieghter and a 
cruise ship. Really cute things and easy and quick to make.  
And if you take the time, a really  nice model can be made. 
He downloaded it I believe from the site: www.Common 
Craftown.  There are over 100 different sites for paper 
models. 
 
   Ed Parent has finished his “CSS Florida” and brought it 
in.  As usual, he has done a great job and included all the 
docmentation. Florida was a Confederate raider built in 
England, was sailed to the Bahamas in March of 1862 for 
arming and a Confederate crew.   
 

TIPS 
 
   From the SHIP’S LOG of Tampa Bay,  Bare Metal Foils 
Co., offers thin, adhesive backed foils for manually 
metalizing plastic, wood, plaster, etc. parts, in 
GOLD/Brass, Copper, Chrome, Matte Aluminum and Black 
Chrome: 5.5 x 12” sheets at about $5.50*.  Also mold, 
casting resins and custom decal materials here, and a 
polish for scratched plastic, returning to a high gloss finish, 
they say: <bare metal.com>  [Ed.]  * A thinned coat of 
rubber cement on kitchen Aluminal foil served this purpose 
this purpose for professional industrial modelmakers  
(limited to aluminum/mock chrome) before the current 
explosion of products.  Spray adhesive will probably work 
as well. The pressure of fingers, finger nails and or a soft 
plastic burnisher will cause the foil to flow on compound 
curves, + practice, practice, etc. 
   Color foils are all ink printed over aluminum, so one could 
attain a simulated copper or brass with application of the 
right product. OR, how about plating?  See Cassewll 
Electroplating in Miniature, 7696 Route 31, Lyons NY 
14489, Tel 315 946 1213,, fax 315 946 4456 
<caswellplating.com>  Thank you Irwin.  
 
   More from Tampa Bay. Coloring Glue: Lloyd Warner, at 
some point, advised the use of Aniline Dye Powder for 
darkening adhesive.  Why do that you might ask, when 
Elsie worked so hard to get the stuff to dry clear?  , but one 
would HOPE it is made from Elsie’s output not his.  
  Let us say you are making a natural finish rudder or an 
Elm Tree Pump (octagonal) or such.  And let’s say you are 
so good at that joints will be invisible when you want to 
show that you have carefully constructed the assembly 
from a collection of perfect little parts, demonstrating the 
historic construction, is why to do it.  
   The simple instruction is to work with a mixing cup and 
add very small amounts of powder until you get the color 
you want.  Containers are a problem unless you want to 
color your whole squeezy bottle.  Rather than big, 
economical disposal, Sec/Ed keeps a few of the tiny ones 
strateically hiddien all over, and one of those would be my 
vessel of choice for tinted glue.   
   But for a smaller amount used up in a few hours or days, 
sealing in plastic wrap will do the trick.  And forget the 
mixing cup, too,  and do the whole whole job on the wrap.  
And if you miscalculate  and have to match it later, well 

color matching on a one thousandths  line does not have to 
be so perfect as those near invisible joints you claim to be 
able to do.    
   We are tod Woodworkers Supply stocks about 75 colors 
in one once jars (two-three lifetimes worth).  You could use 
some of it for tinting varnish , too. Thank you again Tampa. 
 
   
 
 
    
 
     
   
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Here are some soft aluminum clamps from the ladies hair 
section of a drug store.  As you can see they can be bent 
quite a bit and provide a soft clamping action.  They come 
is 4-5-6 packs and are relatively inexpensive. 
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CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER’S GUILD 
DECEMBER 2008 

PAPER TRAWLER KIT-HULL 

PAT’S MELONSEED/FITTINGS 

WALTER’S KAYAK 

PAPER BARGE KIT AND PART FINISHED 

PAPER CRUISE SHIP 
ED PARENT’S CSS FLORIDA 1/240 SCALE 


