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           CAPE ANN SHIP MODELER�S GUILD 
                   VETERAN�S CENTER * EMERSON AVE * GLOUCESTER * MA * 01930 

                           APRIL 2007  
 
 
 

President: Tony Ashdon 
Treasurer: Pat Cummings 
Secretary/Newsletter: Brad Bigelow 
103 Phillips Ave. Rockport, MA 01966                                                                               
biggie16@gis.net   
 
Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. by President Tony.  The 
meeting was then turned over to Walter, the newly elected 
president. 
 
Secretary�s report: Accepted as written in Newsletter. 
Treasurer�s report: Balance, March 14, 2007 $483.44 
 Credits: (Dues) 140.00 
 Debits:                                              0.00 
 Balance: April 11,2007 $623.44 
 
Guests: We had two guests this evening, Mr. Dave Starrit 
from Colorado Springs and Mr. George Bottger from 
Gloucester.  Welcome to you both. 
 
Correspondence: Newsletters and information about 
upcoming events.  Brad received a call from Mr. John 
Winslow, from Manchester requesting someone to repair 
an old schooner model.  I believe the rigging had rotted.  
He is located at 142 Pine Street, Manchester, MA 01944, 
Telephone 978-526-0067. 
 
Old Business:  Continued discussions about the Heritage 
center. The meeting there in March was quite successful 
with several drop-ins and it was decided to have another 
on this April on the 24th again at 2:00 P.M.  This is to be 
kind of a working meeting and showing meeting so bring 
something to do.  Brad said he would try to get some kind 
of sign made to publicize the location up on the street.  We 
will try having both meetings for the next few months now 
that the tourist season in upon us . 
 
Tony�s web-site is coming along great with pictures of 
some of the club models and general information about the 
members and the club. He would like more photos of 
members models and a short biography of the members. 
 
New Business:  There are some videos available from 
other clubs regarding ship modeling.  If I (Brad) can find 
the N/L with the list I will try to purchase several for the 
club. 
 
   So, we will be having a work meeting at the Gloucester 
Marine Heritage Center on Tuesday, April 24th 2007 at 2:00 
P.M..  The Heritage Center is located on Harbor Loop, in 
the center of Gloucester, behind the �Building Center� on 
the water.  Hope to see you all there. Guests are always 
welcome to visit or ask questions about modeling.  
 
      
 

Show & Tell: Brad  
 
 
 
 
 
Show & Tell:  Brad brought in a �Cold Heat� solderi ng 
device, works ok but in special circumstances, a miniature 
drill motor built by using a small electronic motor, a 
miniature chuck, micro-switch, battery adapter, and some 
of the tanker superstructure parts. 
 
Walter showed us a small light bulb he wants to put a ship 
model into. 
 
Pat had a building frame for a skiff model. 
 
Ed as usual had several models he is working on.  His 
1/240 �New Ironsides� which is finished and the sta rt of 
�CSS Selma�, a 1864-1865 Paddlewheeler. 
 
Good show guys.  
 
Misc.: From the Broadaxe, A product called �Evapo-Rust�, 
http://www.evaporust.com is a great rust remover. Can be 
found at �AutoZone�  
 
   Re: Heritage Center, The �Ship Model Workshop� a t the 
center worked well again with several guests stopping by.  
A problem is how to bring stuff to do and not just hang 
around for a few hours.  A  photo is included. 
 
Tips:   From Mike Meching via S. in S.  To make a wood 
hull emulate one of steel, he coats the surface with a 
mixture of two thirds Aero fuel proof  clear dope and one 
third talcum powder.  It must be genuine talc, not the 
cornstarch and baking soda sold as baby powder.  
(Doctors discovered how dangerous talc is to anyone�s 
lungs, so use adequate protection when handling it.)  Apply 
the mixture with a wide, flat sable brush.  Sand between 
applications  with 240-grit aluminum aloxite cloth, and use 
two or more coats depending on the wood grain.  Meching 
usually paints across the grain on the first coat. 
 
   To fair hulls, Mechling mixes his own filler from Durham�s 
Rockhard Water Putty and Elmer�s Glue-All (PVA).  The 
putty is basically Hydrocall plaster with some yellow ochre 
for color.  Model Railroaders use it for their hard shell 
scenery.  Mechling cuts a 5� hollow rubber ball in half and 
uses one section for his mixing bowl.  He cuts the water-to-
putty ratio 50 percent with white glue, mixes in the powder, 
and adds ‰ to 1 teaspoon cider vinegar to extend the 
working time.  �It works well,� he writes.  �The PV A makes 
the filler very hard and polymerizes the putty so it is  
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Smoother and stickier.�  The formula also patches cracks 
in plaster walls. 
 
Correction + Typo error from last month, Place the railing 
drawing UNDER the wax paper not over it.   
 
   Also regarding painting photo etched stuff.  I suggest 
NOT painting very small stanchions on the fret as the paint 
layer may get into the rail holes and a .006� hole with a 
layer of paint in it gets quite a bit smaller making it difficult 
to feed the rail wire through. 
 
   Acrylic paint does not stick very well to brass. Try priming 
with solvent enamel first.  
 
   When using very small bits (75-99) and can�t get them to 
fit in a collet or chuck right, try cementing them in a short 
piece of tube whose I.D. is close to the bit size. May not be 
centered well enough for a power drill but OK for hand 
work. 
 
   Great idea for tight lines to belaying pins from ??? .  Drill 
the hole for the belaying pin a bit oversized and run the line 
through it and the around the pin in a loop.  This allows you 
to make the line tight with out securing it finally.  Then just 
make several loops to hang over the belaying pin.  
 
   From �The Log� of the Puget Sound Ship modelers,  a 
discussion about plank bending.  Three of the suggestions 
are following:   

1. Soak one plank at a time in damp paper towel 
for not more than ten minutes, then stick it in 
place�fast(some have also talked of placing 
the damp towel n the microwave and giving it a 
quick zap).  Some experimenting may be in 
order-gloves are a must when remiving from 
microwave. 

2. Wet down the plank and then run a new 
soldering iron over it while bending it into 
shape. 

3. Soak the plank in Apple Vinegar, where sharp 
dends are neded (usually coming up to the 
bow) crush the ends, then clamp in place. 

 
   All these methods may require some practice to 
mazimize the efficiency and the the results of the process. 
 
Coming Events:  May 29th � June 10 th, 2007.  Newburyport 
Custom House Maritime Museum Ship Model Exhibit 
Series.  This will be the first of three shows and will feature 
Civil War ship Models.  The second will be in August during 
Newburyport�s weeklong Yankee Homecoming event.  The 
Museum will celebrate Newburyport as the birthplace of the 
Coast Guard with a special Coast Guard ship model 
exhibit.  Last is expected to be in late September /early 
October.  A special International Trade exhibit will open at 
the museum in the fall and ship model show will focus on 
Merchant and Clipper ships both past and present.  The 

shows will be held at the Newbury Custom House Maritime 
Museum, 25 Water Street, Newburyport, MA.  The Custom 
House was built in 1835 and is the statelygranite building 
that has housed the maritime collection of Newbury�s 
seaport for ovr thirty years. �The Foghorn�  
 
 June 1st.2007, Mystic Seaport in Mystic Conneticutwill host 
a Thomas Hoyne painting exhibit featuring 25 or so of his 
Marine paintings and embellished with a number of the Erik 
Ronnberg models he used to study for the paintings.  The 
show should be a must see for the serious modeler or 
artist.  
 
June 10th 2007, Philadelphia Ship Model Society Regatta 
at FDR Park in South Philadelphia, located at 20th and 
Pattison Ave.  The starting time is 8:00 A.M. and is geared 
for RC modelers.  Info: jonhmaria@comcast.net. 
 
 
   July 4th 2007. The Constitution museum is sponsoring a 
cruise aboard the M/V Freedom following Old Ironsides 
down the harbor and back on her annual July 4th  
 turnaround cruise. The purpose is to allow the ship to 
weather evenly on both sides.  Any questions may be 
addressed by calling or e-mailing the museum at 617-426-
1812, ext 167 or rsvp@ussconstitutionmuseum.org. 
 
   August 4th, 2007.  The 19th Annual Salem Maritime 
Maritime Festival will be held on Saturday on Derby wharf 
on Derby Street in Salem Mass. Usually there have been 
Colonial reinactments, food, music, maritime groups from 
all over the north shore, local museums, artists and 
vendors of maritime artifacts. A really good day for all.    
 
  September 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th. 2007, NRG 
Conference will be held in Manitowac, Wisconsin.  Details 
of this event can be found on the NRG web-site: 
www.naut.res.guild.org  
 
   Summer 2007:  South Street Seaport, New York, Model 
show and old ships to see.  
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Ernie, Pat and Doug at the Heritage Center � work m eet 
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ED PARENT’S “NEW IRONSIDES 
 

ED PARENT’S “NEW IRONSIDES, FULL VIEW 

HULL OF ED’S  “CSS SELMA” 

START OF ED’S “DUNDERBERG” I THINK 


